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About

On the back of  the Eight Engines team’s pervious work on the multi RTS award winning 
Black Roses: The Killing of  Sophie Lancaster we were invited to shoot and produce 
another poetic drama for the BBC. This was an hour-long drama, starring Maxine Peake 
(Three Girls, Theory of  Everything, Black Mirror, Shameless) and was titled ‘Men Who 
Sleep In Cars’. This was adapted from Michael Symmons Roberts’ poem that featured on 
BBC Radio 4 and was shortlisted for a BBC Audio Drama Award and Tinniswood Award. 
The drama follows three men in Manchester during one night in September, whose lives 
are interconnected and analyses the reasons why they are sleeping in vehicles. This was 
written entirely in verse. 
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This is one of  the many extended videos we have produced during our company’s 
expansion and we were faced with the following challenges, as expected:
•	 Creating	a	TV	show	on	an	incredibly	tight	budget,	which	provided	us	with	lots	of 	
	 challenges	including	finding	suitable	equipment	to	provide	a	highly	cinematic	feel		 	
	 within	the	budget.	It	also	required	us	to	source	locations	who	were	willing	to	let	us	film
	 for	a	reduced	rate.	
•	 The	weather	played	a	big	factor	in	the	filming	–	it	rained	very	heavily	for	most	of 	the
	 nights	but	on	others	it	was	dry,	this	meant	the	filming	process	was	difficult	as	the		
	 continuity	of 	the	project	was	affected,	we	used	a	combination	of 	visual	and	audio		
	 affects	to	correct	this.	

For a project of  this scale, we underwent the following activity: 

1. Pre Production
a.	 We	found	the	locations	and	agreed	filming	permits	and	road	closure	agreements	with			
	 the	council.	
b.	 Scoured	the	kit	and	crew.	
c.	 Coordinated	with	the	BBC	to	ensure	the	creative	vision	of 	the	channel	was	being	met.
d.	 Dealt	with	the	various	legal	documents	the	BBC	require

2. Production
a.	 We	shot	and	produced	the	project,	whist	dealing	with	the	various	issues	and			 	
	 complications	that	arise	on	a	big	film	shoot.
b.	 Managed	a	team	of 	up	to	25	crew
c.	 Dealt	with	the	security	concerns	have	having	a	well	known	actor	on	set	(Maxine	Peak)	
d.	 Coordinated	the	extremely	tight	schedule	which	included	many	locations	moves
e.	 Dealt	with	the	physical	exhastuion	of 	filming	for	16	hours	over	night	for	eight	days		 	
	 straight	

3. Post Production
a.	 We	edited,	graded	and	added	visual	effects.
b.	 We	made	sure	the	finished	product	would	pass	the	broadcast	technical	certifications.	

It	took	our	company	eight	nights	to	complete	the	shooting	of 	this	drama	and	a	further	25	days	
to	edit	this	film,	all	taking	6	weeks	from	shooting	to	finalisation.	

The	finished	version	of 	this	drama	was	featured	on	the	BBC	4	channel	on	October	1st,	2017	and	
has	been	considered	“a	work	of 	genius”	by	The	Observer	and	“a	brave	oddity	that	scores	heavy	
emotional	hits”	by	The	Guardian. 
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